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7 fervile Flattery and Revenge; therefore, at the 
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HE unfeign'd Love I bear to my 
Country, join'd to the Shock of ſee 
ing her in her preſent woful Condi- 
tion, the unſhaken Allegiance I owe 
my Royal Maſter, my Attachment 


to the preſent Eſtabliſhment, and the Sorrows of 


my Fellow Subjects, of which I can't chuſe but 
partake, prevail over my Inclination, and induce 
me to recommend the following Lines to your 


Peruſal: An Inclination which nothing but the 
above Conſiderations could have ſurmounted x 


Advice is receiv*d by moſt Perſons with Regret, 


= eſpecially where it is attended with Circumſtances 
like the preſent; where we muſt point out Scenes 


of Error innumerable, and ſhew the Danger of 


= continually walking on Precipices, before we can 


bring the Wanderer back to his right Road. 1 
dare ſay, you will be ſurpriz'd at an Addreſs of 


this Nature from me. And know, Sir | that no- 


thing but the Public Good could have induc'd 
me to it z I equally abhor the mean Artifices of 


. 
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fame Time, that I cannot palliate your moſt gla- 

ring Blunders, for ſuch Charity ſtill inclines me 
to think them, which you ſtand chargeable for 
to your Country; be fatisfy*d that I ſcorn to up- 
braid you with any of the little Actions you, or 
any of your Creatures have done to me in parti- 
cular. No, Sir, my private Reſentment ſhall 
never keep back the too many and too juſt Com- 
plaints of my Country. 

TRE Seaſon of the Year allows you ſome In- 
terval for Thought; the buſy Scenes of Action 
are for a while poſtpon'd, and every Thing ſeems 
to be in one uninterrupted Lethargy ; your Op- 
ponents within Doors are retir'd to their rural 
Amuſements, to inſpect the melancholy Accounts 
of their decreaſing Farms, and hear the doleful 
Murmurs of their Tenants, groaning under in- 
numerable Taxes; your numerous Levee began 
to dwindle away, and your Flatterers once con- 
trary to their Symbol, the Flies, withdraw from 
you, as the warm Seaſon approaches; your E- 
miffaries no longer crowd the Antichamber, but 

apply themſelves, in their ſeveral Stations, to 
the grand Buſineſs of the enſuing General Elec- 
tion. Tis now, Sir, that for a while, retreated 
from the buſtling World, the Country affords 
you a Sort of a Piſgab Sight of the Happineſs 
and Tranquility, which an honeſt Stateſman 
might expect to meer with, after having ſerv'd 

his King and Country, in a long Series of ſuc- 
ceſsful and well defign'd Negociations : But alas, 
Sir! I am afraid, that, like Moſes, tho* Heaven 
vouchſafes you 'a View of that Promiſed Land, 
yet it has fix'd an impaſſable Barrier between ye. 
On the contrary, unleſs that Inaction has poffeſs'd 
you, which your Enemies are ſo apt to charge 


. with; q can but think, what a Horror ant 
| | Remorlg 
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Roemorſe this little Space of Thought muſt ocea- 


fion in you. It muſt be a very ſtinging and ſen- 


ſible Reflection to a Man whoſe whole Life has 
been actuated by one continual Spirit of Ambi- 
tion, to graſp at Power, and who having obtain- 
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ed that Power, hath exercis'd it to the utmoſt on 
thoſe who have honeſtly and vigorouſly oppos'd 


his Meaſures: I fay, if ſuch an one be not en- 


tirely loſt to common Senſe and Reaſon, it muſt 
be a tacit Reproach to him to know, that he 1s 


| attended with the Curſes of his Fellow Subjects 
in his moſt private Amuſements, as he 1s with 


their open and avow'd Cenſures in his publick 
Tranſactions, It muſt give Stings to the Wealth 


he has accumulated while he enjoys it, and the 


Tears of the Oppreſſed will imbitter the Cup of 
Delight, even while he drinks it; while one 
Blaſt of Fame honeſtly got, and cheerfully be- 
ſtow'd, is a ſolid laſting Pleaſure to thoſe on 
whom he endeayours to wreak his Malice, and 
affords them more real Satisfaction, than all his 
Frowns and Menaces can Pain. 
I ſeize this Moment, when your more parti- 
cular Avocations do not ſo immediately require 
your Preſence, now the Bowl of Politicks runs 
ſmoothly, tho? ſlowly, towards its Mark, with- 
6ut your influencing Bias to direct it: *I1s now, 
Sir, that you have an Opportunity to review your 
paſt Conduct, and new model your future: For 
which Purpoſe, let me earneſtly entreat you, Sir, 
to look back on the Tranſactions of Twenty 


Years paſt ; however the Review may chagrin 


you, it at the ſame Time will carry ſomething 


very inſtructive in it; it is never too late to pro- 


fit by Errors paſt, and no Man does, in the leaſt, 
depreciate his Abilities by acknowledging what is 
amiſs, and altering his ſucceeding Conduct, it is 
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a tacit Confeſſion, that not only his Heart is ſted- 
faſt in the Buſineſs he undertakes, but that the 
Honeſty of his Intentions hath withdrawn the 
Veil, which precipitate Reſolution had ſpread o- 
ver his Meaſures, and make both his Truth and 
Abilities more conſpicuous. But this is only 
where the Good of the Common Weal is the fun- 
damental Maxim of a Stateſman ; for where pri- 
vate Intereſt is the prevailing Paſſion, every 
Thing is juſt the Reverſe, and he flies from one 
Intrigue to another to diſguiſe the firſt, and keep 
the injur'd Sufferers from enquiring into his Con- 
e 

A Prime Miniſter, who has an Pa over 
his Monarch by his Counſels, and conſequently 
over his Fellow Subjects by his Power, is mark'd 
out by Providence, either as an immediate Bleſ- 
fing or a deſtroying Curſe, to whatever Nation 
he ſhall live in. The good Miniſter defies the 
alluring Charms of private Lucre, and inſtead of 
endeavouring ſecretly to amaſs Treaſures to him- 
elf, is never ſo well pleas'd, as when the Afflu- 
ence is general, and Liberty and Riches go hand 
in hand; his Maſters and his Country*s Honour 
Ss dearer to him than his own ; ; he has no View 
| but the public Good, and he ſcorns all little mean 
Artifices which canning Men make uſe of to pal- 
late their Villanies, and draw the Senerous unde- | 
ſigning Ones into their Snares. 

"An ill Miniſter, is the greateſt Peſt, chat can 
betall any unhappy People; he ſaps the Founda- 
tions of their Liberties, makes them Slaves im- 
perceptibly, till with their own Subſtance, he 
bribes them to betray each other. The firſt like 
a mild Star ſheds its kindly Influence, the other 
like a baneful Comet blaſts where-ever it comes. 
Which of the Characters you deſerve, Sir, 1 will 


ſub- 
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ſubmit to your own private Thoughts, if tried by 
the Touchſtone of your Actions. 

Tu conſtant Courſe of our Behaviour, ſince 
you have been in the Miniſtry, has been to keep 
Peace; in ſhort, ſo peaceable have we been, and 
to ſuch a Degree, that we were, at length, be- 
come a Byword to our Neighbours ; Peace is the 
only Bleſſing of a Trading Nation, was a Maxim 
ſo ſtrongly ſounded in our Ears, that it was next 
(as it were) to high Treaſon, even to mention 4 
War, or think of doing ourſelves Juſtice for the ; 
many barbarous and unparallePd * e we had f 
ſuſtain'd. We have indeed at laſt got to War, 
and J could wiſh a little more Vigour were allow*d 
to animate us, and that the uſual pacific Leaven 
were remov'd, now we have an Opportunity, leſt 3 
the whole Lump ſhould be corrupte. | 
 Yov*'LL excuſe me, Sir, if I remind you of 
ſome Occurrences for a few Years paſt, as they 
have appear*d to me, ſtripp*d from the falſe Gloſs _ F 
through which you may have view'd them; which 
when J have done, I am firmly of Opinion, Sir, 
that you will at length join with me in acknow- 
ledging, that the precarious and expenſive Peace 
we have ſuſtain*d, (I can't ſay enjoy*d for ſome | 
Time paſt has reduc'd us to a worſe Situation p 
than the moſt vigorous War would have done; f 
Wie have negociated ourſelves almoſt out of all 
Manner of Buſineſs, and have treated ſo long to 
Fkeep off War, that now it is come we ſcarce know 
ho to proſecute. it, FFF 
Yov Opinion, that Trade is encourag'd by 
Peace, is true in ſome Reſpects, but then it muſt 
bea firm eſtabliſh'd Peace, and one ſettled on 2 
good Foundation; not ſich a gewgaw Phantom 
© as has been dreſs'd up, and preſented to us, for a 
Peůeace. And certainly our good, truſty, and af 
Fe, | fectionate 
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fectionate Allies the Dutch, as well as our com- 


plaiſant Friends the French, muſt for ſome Time 


paſt have laugh'd at our Conduct, like the Crow 


in the Fable, while we to comply with their Flat- 


tery have vainly endeavour*d at an idle Song, 
they have lain upon the Catch, and robb'd us of 


our moſt valuable Commodities. 
I believe, it will be readily acknowledg'd, as 


an indiſputable Point, that France 1s our natural 


Enemy. Have you treated her as ſuch? I do 
not know how Politicks may bealter*d, ſince yon 
have condeſcended to take the Weighty Affairs 
into the Herculean Hands of yourſelf and Bro-; 
if we may judge by Actions and Effects of prin- 
cipal Cauſes, we may very reaſonably conclude, 
that the whole particular Syſtem is alter'd; all 


who in former Times pretended to conſult the 


| Good of theſe Kingdoms (and there have been 
ſeveral who have had as much Pretence to it as 
your Honour) were of Opinion, That though we 


might ſometimes be at Peace with France, yet it 


could never be our Intereſt to have a cloſe Friend- 


ſhip with, or to put thorough Confidence in that 


Nation ; that an Union of Councils between France 
and Spain might be of as dangerous Conſequence 
to the Intereſts and Trade of Great Britain, as an 

Union of thoſe two Crowns could be to the Li- 
| berties of Europe; and that for this Reaſon we 


ought to promote as much as poſſible, a good Un- 


derſtanding between the Courts of Vienna and Ma- 
drid, and to foment if poſſible continual Jealou- 
ſies and Animoſities between France and Spain. 


Have you acted according to this Syſtem ? No, 
on the Reverſe. Have you not ſhewn yourſelf a 
Dupe to France, in almoſt every Tranſaction ? 
You have for the whole Courſe of your Admin- 


_ Utration, been, as I may ſay, playing into the 


Hands 
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Hands of France; that haughty Nation, which, 
in the Memory of all of us, was reduc'd to ſue 


for Peace, has, by that very Peace, and Thanks 


to out Indulgence, obtain'd almoſt all the Ad- 
vantages which. the Grand Monarch had plann'd 


out to himſelf, when big with the Expedtations 


of the late War: They have run away with the 
beſt Part of our Trade, and are daily growing 


great upon the Baſis of our Ruin: *Tis true they 
keep well with us a While, 'till they have reap- 
ed a few more Advantages, which when they 
have effected, they have nothing more to do, 
than to throw off the hypocritical Maſk which 
they have wore ſo long; they will then declare 


their Sentiments openly, when we ſhall have ne- 
gociated and treated 'till we have nothing left 
do treat about; only think, What muſt then be 


Our Trade ceftroy'd, our Fi- 


pid by all the World: What can we expect, 
ut to be made a Colony to France? Heaven 
forbid, that this ſhould ever be the Caſe! Yet 
this muſt inevitably be it, if we purſue your Mea- 


ſnares another Century, without Interruption, and 


Slavery muſt enſue, 
You will fay, at firſt View, that this looks 


| like a very ſevere Charge, but examine the Series 
of our Tranſactions for ſome Years paſt, and it 


will prove it ſtrictly true. How implicitly have 
we comply'd with all their Meaſures. Nay, we 


have given them no great Trouble ro cajole us, 
for we ourſelves have aſſiſted them in the Deceit. 


What Infatuation could thus blind any Miniſter? 


Was it Fear? If once Timerouſneſs gets Poſſeſ- 
ſion of the Breaſt of a Premier, what a mifera- 


ble Condition muſt the People be in? Yet if it 
was not Fear, it muſt be the greateſt Baſeneſs of 
gn, another 
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another Kind. That it could not be Fear, we 
are apt to conclude, becauſe we have had ſuch. 
convincing Inſtances, not many Years ſince, that 


our Power properly apply'd is able to turn the 


Ballance of Europe which Way we pleas'd: Thus 
your Enemies are willing, and not without ſome 


Shadow of Reaſon, to take off the Charge of 


Miſconduct, from the Motive of Timidity, and 
fix it on the other Alternative of meanly grati- 
tying ſome private Intereſt : It is that, ſay they, 
which has ſo long ſway*d our Councils, and while 
that prevails, where ſhall we ſeek Redreſs ? 

I confeſs, I do not ſo much attribute the Reſo- 


lutions, which have been ſo long follow'd, ſo 


much to Fear, as Ambition; an inordinate Luſt 


after Power, and an Apprehenſion leſt any one 
ſhould ſhare in the Authority, which a Miniſter 
may think belongs to him alone. That this is 
the true Motive, I believe, all your Conduct, 
both Foreign and Domeſtic, will evince; as the 


Tenour of the whole hath been to confirm your 
Power at Home. And here give me Leave to 

obſerve, that the Prejudice of Education will ſub- 
fiſt, however remov'd in Life from its firſt Ori- 
gin, and however Grandeur may exalt it; nay, 
chat Grandeur doth oftentimes ſerve only to ren- 
der it more pernicious. The different Effects 
that the Bar, the Pulpit, or the Field, ſingly, 


have on our Councils, even when advanc'd in 


Years, and in Purſuit of Schemes of the moſt 
enterprizing Nature; and which require the 


greateſt Perſpicuity, without a particular Attach- 
ment to either, is ſo very viſible, that it need 
only be mention'd to convince one of the Truth 
of it. You, Sir, who had the Advantage of an 
Education to qualify you for the Bar, have ſhewn 
ſo Particular an Attachment thereto, that kae 

| ate 
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Fate has ſelected you out, with whom to truſt, 
as it were, the Rights of a whole People, you 


have purſu'd the Methods laid down in our Law 
Books, and by only varying the Appellations, 


have gone through the whole Courſe of the 


Courts: Treaties and Conventions have been 
ſubſtituted in the Place of Declarations, and Spe- 
cial Pleadings: But one Thing contrary to the 
Cuſtom of moſt Lawyers, tho? we your unhappy 


Clients have often teiz*d you, till you have fign'd 
 Fudgment on our Enemies; yet, alas! we could 


never prevail upon you to carry it into Execu- 
| In Order to carry on your ambitious Schemes 
at Home, it was abſolutely neceſſary for you to 


keep a good Underſtanding with France; no 


Matter for the General Good! What is the Wel- 
fare of the Nation, when the Power, Safety, and 


more important Ambition of a Miniſter is in 


Queſtion? This, Sir, you wiſely revolv'd in 
your Mind, further conſidering that a Prime 
Stateſman, if he is not himſelf bred a General, 


ought of all Things to avoid War; for it is the 
firſt Element taught in the Modern School of Po- 


liticks, That every Honour, every Advantage 


that has or may accrue, be the ſole Work and 


Contrivance of the Stateſman : Therefore, it is 

no Wonder that a Miniſter, who is entirely un- 
acquainted with the Field, declines Fighting. 
What do the Clamours of an oppreſs'd and plun- 
der*d People avail ? He knows his own Strength 
that 1t conſiſts in Cunning, not in Force: And it 


1s natural for all the Creation to fly in Times of 
Danger to that Reſource, where Inſtinct tells 


them they are the moſt powerful. Cunning when 
blended with Honeſty may be of infinite Service, 


and that it is ſo to a neighbouring Nation is cer- 
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tain; for, I believe, no one will diſpute, but 
what the Cardinal loves his Country ; but where 


a Man has incurr'd the Diſeſteem of his Coun- 


trymen, the very ſame Principle of Cunning muſt 


neceſſarily be imploy'd to gloſs over thoſe Acti- 
ons, which may have created that Diſeſtcem 


like the poor Bird, who dreads the piercing Eye 


of the Rattle Snake, he will hop from Treaty to 
Treaty, as from Bough to Bough, to defer, as 


long as poſſible, his falling into the inevitable 


Deſtruction that attends him; to ſuch an one, 


War is as bad as immediate Death. Peace, 


however obtain'd, may a while ſlubber over his 


Inadvertencies, or what elſe you will pleaſe to 
call them, and keep People from enquiring more 


particularly into them; but ſhould a War enſue | 


it brings all to Light, his dark Tranſactions can 
then no longer be a Secret : If it be ſucceſsful, 
the Commander in Chief will eclipſe his Glory; 
and perhaps retrench his Power : And if the War 
ſhould prove unſucceſsful, he may be made to an- 
ſwer for the Misfortune. This, I ſuppoſe, gave 
Riſe to the only publickly ayow'd Miviſterial 


Maxim, I hinted at before, That the greateſt Hap- 
 pineſs a Tr ading Nation could enjoy was Peace, To 


effect which, and the only Means you could pro- 
proſe to enjoy an uninterrupted Tranquility, was 
by keeping up a cloſe Correſpondence with France, 
and taking Care not to enter into any Meaſures, 


but ſuch as might be agrecable to that Court; nor 
to refuſe entering into ſuch Meaſures as they 


might think fit to propoſe, provided we did not 


difoblige his Mot Chriſtian Majeſty : You, 
doubtleſs, concluded, that we might quarrel with _ 


any Power in Europe, or with alf in their Turn, 
without involving. the Nation into ſuch a War, 


5 might diſturb his Repoſe : France certainly 1s 


be 
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the only Nation in Europe that could, with any 
Probability of Succeſs, play the Pretender upon 
us: And tho' they ſhould fail in this, yet as we 
could not well carry on a War againſt France, 
without forming, or joining, in an Alliance, 


' with ſome of the Powers upon the Continent ; 


ſich a War might render ſome one or other of 
our Generals, as conſiderable as the Duke of 
Marlborough was, in the Reign of Queen Anne, 
which would of Courſe make you but an Appendix 
to the General, inſtead of having all our Generals 
made nothing but Appendixes to you. 
Tus E were the dangerous Effects, which you 
might juſtly apprehend from a War with France; 
whereas, from a War, with any of the other 
Powers of Europe, you had nothing to fear, but 
the Interruption and Decay of our Trade; and 
that, I preſume, could give you no great Uneaſi- 
neſs; becauſe the Decay of Trade, however ſen- 
ſibly it might affect the Perſons immediately con- 
cern*d therein, yet it could never reach our Taxes, 
and conſequently you could never ſenſibly feel it 
in your Lite Time ; and ſurely no wiſe Man will 
give himfelf any Trouble about what may happen 
to his Country, after his Death ? If he did, what 
2 muſt you undergo at reviewing your Con- 
E. - | 
Ix is incredible to think, what an Influence the 
French have had over us for this long Time; and 
I am ſorry to ſay, that even yet I am afraid it 
continues. It began thro' your particular Attach- 
ment thereto, and I may ſay, that your great Ma- 


' ſter in Politicks, the Cardinal, leads you as it 


were in a String, and you follow him ſubmiſſive- 
ly in every Path he treads. To go no further 
back, than the Year 1721, at the Inſtigation 
of our beforementioned Friends, we concluded a 
OY, „„ - 
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| ſeperate Treaty with Joan and at the ſame Time 
and Place a defenſive Alliance with France and 
Spain, to which the Emperor, our antient and 
natural Ally, in the War againſt Spain, was not 
ſo much as invited to accede, tho' by an expreſs 
Article, it was agreed, that the Dutch ſhould ; 
ſo that it ſeem'd as if the Alliance had been in- 
tended expreſly againſt the Emperor. This of 
Courſe eſtabliſn'd a good Underſtanding between 
Francs and Spain, as on the contrary it gave great 
Diſguſt to the Emperor, and was perhaps one of 
the principal Motives for ſetting up the Oftend 
Company, This Proceeding was directly repug- 
nant to what I laid down above, as the deliberate 
Reſult of our Forefathers, and the true Intereſt of 
our Nation. 
Tu famous C ongreſs of Cambray follow'd hard 
upon, and cut out freſh Work for our very wiſe 
| Negotiators ; one while their whole Study was to 
reduce the overgrown Power of the Houſe of Au- 
ſtria, then immediately to make up the double 
Differences between France and Spain, and between 
Spain and the Emperor; and then, Sir, was the 
Time that we may ſay you was at the utmoſt Pitch 
of Delight; becauſe, for theſe Purpoſes we were 
oblig*d to carry on feparate Negotiations at the 
Courts of Paris, Madrid, and Vienna, which you 
have always found ſerviceable i in a double Capaci- 
ty, as it enables the Great Men, we ſend abroad, 
upon ſuch Occaſions, to diſplay their ineſtimable 
Talents, and to encreaſe the Perquiſites of your 
worthy Friends, the Meſſengers at Home. 
Ix the mean Time, the Courts of Vienna and 
Madrid concluded an Alliance, without our Par- 
ticipation. This again gave us the Alarm :------ 
To conclude a Treaty, without our having a 
Share in the Negotiation, was a Well a 
or 
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for it ſeems to be your Opinion, Sir, we ought 
to allow no Power in Europe to make Peace, 
without giving us an Opportunity to make a 
Specch, nor to allow any of them toquarrel with 
another, without giving! us an Opportunity to fit 
out a Squadron. 

FRANCE, being ee lat diſguſted at the 
abovemention'd Treaty, ſoon work'd us to her 
Purpoſe, and immediately follow'd the neceſſary 
and artful Treaty of Hanover. What Advantage 
we reap'd from thence I can't juſtly ſay, it is true 
it occaſion'd our ſending ſtrong Squadrons of Men 
of War to the Veſt- Indies and Mediterranean ; 
where many of our brave Seamen dropt off Ike 
rotten Sheep, without ever daring to engage the 
Foe. Who ſhall we ſay were anſwcrable for 
their Lives ? It muſt ſhudder any Man who has 
the leaſt Spark of Humanity, to imagine he ſees 
the pale Ghoſtsof his Countrymen thus deſtroy'd, 
attending his Levee, and with horrid Reproaches 
accuſing him, as the ſole Author of their Ruin. 
NEXT to this came the celebaated Treaty of 
Seville; of which I ſhall only obſerve, that France 
by that got every Thing ſhe could wiſh for. 
IND EFD, when the antient Alliance was re- 
new'd, in the Year 1721, between Germany, Hol- 
land and Great Britain, every Body imagin*d, 
that you had chang'd your Maxims, and was 
from thenceforth retolv*d to purſue a different 
Scheme of Politics; for no Body could ever have 
dreamt, at that Time, that France had conſent- 


x ed to your entering into that Alliance; but your 


Behaviour afterwards, when the Emperor was at- 


tack'd by Spain, France and Sardinia, convinc'd 
every Body, that France had, not only conniv'd 


at that Alliance, but had, I ſuppoſe, order'd you 
0 adviſe Us to it, in Order to fix his (rg 
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Majeſty's Dependance upon the Maritime Pow- 
ers, and how juſtly he might depend en them, 
woful Experience has told him. 
Ar ER the Treaty concluded at Vienne be. 
tween Us and the Emperor, in the Year 1731; 
Another Treaty was concluded at Vienna, the 
ſame Year, between the Emperor, Spain and Us; 
in which there is an Article that ſeems to be a 
Proof of our being then ſenſible, that we had 
been impos'd on, with Regard to the ſecret Ar- 
ticles enge the Emperor and Spain, in the 
Tear 1725; but ſuppoſe we had been ſooner 
ſenſible of "is Impoſition, yet it would have 
made a Breach between France and Us, which 
muſt not have been upon any Account whatſo- 
ever: Eſpecially, as it gave us the Honour of 
being at the ſole Expence of ſettling Don Carle 
in Itahy, though, according to the Punto of Ha. 
niſh Pride, it was an Honour he took Care not 
to allow us. 
Dvrine all the Tine” to the Concluſion of 
the Treaty of Seville, Spain had ſet up ſeveral 
unjuſt Claims and Pretences, under Colour of 
which ſhe had plunder'd or taken many of our 
Merchant Ships, both in the Mediterranean and 
JH. the Maſt Indies, eſpecially the latter: France took 
Care, in the Treaty of Seville, that none of the _ 
| Claims, or Pretences, ſhould be expreſsly deter-. 
| min'd, 
| 'In the Year 17 32, we were told of nothing 
but laſting Peace, and you particularly triumph- 
ed in that View; but alas in 1733, the King 
8 of Poland's Death occaſion'ꝰd freſh Commotions 
B Whether we ought to have taken Part with the * 
| Emperor or no, in the War he was then engag'd 
in, I leave to you, Sir, who are a nice Judge of 5 
Honour, to determine: But thus much I muſt 
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fay, that nothir g but our inviolable Attachment 
to the Mott Chriſtian Court could have prevent- 
ed our doing ſo. 

To bring it down to the preſent Times. What 
has Sain been doing for theſe Seven Years paſt, 
but 7 aiſing new Doubts and Cavils, and heaping 
new Injuries upon the old? France has been un- 


derhand ſupporting her in her Depredations, and 

cajoling us into uſcleſs and fallacious Treaties, Gc. 
even down to the ever memorable Convention. 
And all this is owing to your Complaiſance, and 


the Cardinal's Wiſdom and Policy; for the 
French got ſuch a Rap on the Fingers, by Means 


of the open Ambition of Lewis XIV. that they 
have ever ſince chang'd their Meaſures; they 


then laid open Siege to the Liberties of Europe, 


but now they carry it on by the Sap, and We, 


whom they could never cordially eſteem, are de- 
ſtin'd to be the Victims of their Cunning, 

AFTER this curſory View, can it be deny'd, 
that every one of your Actions ſpeaks you either 
afraid of, or attach'd to France, Now let us 
take a Survey of what has been done ſince our 
Declaration of War, which will naturally bring 


us to conſider our great Armament, and to what 
our preſent Expeditions are likely to tend. 


EvERV Nation, when it undertakes a juſt 
and neceſſary War, proſecutes it with Vigor; but 


will any one ſay, we have done ſo? For God's 


Sake, what has been done, on any Hand, but 


what Admiral Vernon hath done, 5 his Actions 
and Succeſs is entirely owing to his own perſonal 


Bravery, and the unfeign'd Love his ſmall 


Forces bear him. Here two Years are elaps'd, 


and what has been done all that Time? Why, 
we have indeed all the Shew and Preparation of 
War, but without the enlivening Vigour: : The 

C Mer- 
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Merchants complain'd that their Trade was in- 


terrupted : To protect which, a ſtrong Squadron 
was ſent to the Mediterranean Has it protected 


our Ships? No, on the contrary, Do not their 


Privateers ſwarm in our Channel, to the Terror 
and utter Ruin of many of our Traders? 
TRERE was a Motion made laſt Seſſions in 


Your Houſe, by a worthy Gentleman, That the 
Captains of His Majeſty's Men of War, who 
had, for ſome Time before, been order'd to 


cruiſe in and about the Channel, ſhould: lay be- 
fore the Houſe their reſpective Journals, and give 
an Account, how far they anſwer'd the Intent of 
ſending them out. Was there any Thing unrea- 


ſonable in this Motion? Or, Was it any Thing, 
but what was reaſonable to be imagin'd would be 


enquir*d into? If we have Men of War upon a 


Cruiſe, and have daily and hourly freſh Advices 
of ſome unhappy Ship or other falling into the 
Enemy's Hands, is it not natural to aſk, What 


thoſe Men of War are doing ? Eſpecially, when 


above Forty of our Ships have been taken and 


carried into as bad as an Alperize Slavery, when 
not above two or three of theſe Privateers have 


been deſtroy'd in all the European Seas? This 
Motion was therefore look*d on as a laudable one 
by the Minority; but for what Reaſon, I know 
not, was, according to Cuſtom, rejected by the 


Majority. Is it thro? Complaiſance to France, 


or Fear of the Spaniards that we thus ſuffer with 
Impunity daring Robberies that our moſt trifling 
Foree is able to quell? I remember, in the late 


War, Things were upon quite another Footing, 
in Regard to the Spirit we exerted, as we are 
now ſuperior to what we were then in our war- 
Hke Preparations. If the Neutrality of Fance 
is to be a continual Bugbear to us, we had bet- 

ter, 
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ter, for our own Sakes, be at open Variance with 
her, tho? indeed it is much more beneficial to her 
to keep us in the PENCE we Are now in, it an- 
ſwers every End of her's gives her Time to e- 


quip her Fleets, ſtrengthen | her Land Forces, and 


get her Finances in good. Order, af the fame 


Time that they impoveriſh us, by keeping up 


Forces for the Expectation of their breaking in- 
to a Rupture, at a great national Expence, with- 
out the leaſt apparent Advantage. We have 
likewiſe been threaten'd with Invaſions, and thei 
it was preach'd up, how ſerviceable our Navy 
would be ſhould they make ſuch an Attempt, 
e'er they could reach our Shores; but I would 


obſerve, that if our Navy cannot keep off a fe- 


ſmall Veſſels from plundering us in Sight of our 
very Sea Ports, how can we expect them to de- 
fend us from a formidable Fleet, or Armada? 


As to the Fleet, under the Command of Ad- 
miral Haddock, I have deliver'd my Sentiments 
of it in another Place, that I thought he had 


done nothing worthy Notice, And the favou- 


rite Thing of all which he was commended for, 


Dix. blocking up the Bay of Cales, was a very 
uſeleſs ill judg*d Piece of Service: And as I then 
further obſerv'd, I could not in Charity but 


doubt, that his Inſtructions bound up his Hands; 


for that a Man ſo gallant, as I know him to be, 


would not otherwiſe have remain'd ſo long in a 


State of Inaction; but as I know your Intelli- 


gence to be pretty quick, I need. not remind you 


what I then or there ſaid, nor here repeat it. 1 
ſhall only add this Obſervation, that if Admiral 
Bing attempted the Fleet at Maſina, in the Year 


1718, when certainly we had not the ſame Cauſe 


to attack Spain, as at this preſent Time, I think 
the Britiſh Fleet at as a very contemptible 


2 Figure, 


[ESE 


Figure, not only in the Eyes of all neutral Fow- 
ers, but even of our Enemies themſelves, after 


having lain two Years to watch the Motions of, 


and block up, a Fleet in its Harbour, and yet 10 
let it eſcape at laſt. | 


THE Nation does not accuſe her 2 CRY, Fant 


of theſe Neglects; no, Sir, they are fo prepoſ- 
ſeſs'd in Favour of them, and rhe Demerits ot 
Somebody elſe, that I 1280 not inform you at 
what Quarter their Clamours point; and give me 
Leave to tell you, Sir, that to how great a De- 


gree ſoever a Miniſter may be Maſter of the Pur- 
ſes of the People, if he don't poſſeſs their Hearts, 


his Foundation is bad and ſooner or later all the 
Superſtructure muſt fall to Pieces. 


TH E ſame Indolence, Fear, or whatever it 
may be ſtil'd, which hath ſo long delay'd this 


Juſt and neceſſary War, ſeems fill to be predo- 
minate: Preparations are making, *tis true, but 
lowly, and to fo little Purpoſe, that if no Op- 


portunity ſhould offer for a Treaty, we may per- 


| haps be convinc'd that we are at War, about three 


Years after the Declaration: In fhort, Sir, you 
muſt excuſe me, if I ſpeak my real Sentiments, 
and tell you, that I am apprehenſive there is 
ſome latent Miſchief, ſome hidden Scene of Ini- 
quity, which ſome People may be afraid will be 
brought to Light, if the War ſhould be proſecu- 
ted with the Vigour, which the Parliament have 


enabl'd, and the People are defirous it ſhould be; 


elſe why. do we proceed with ſuch Deliberation ? 


You went into this War with Reluctance, and it 
is really proſecuted with too much Diffidence and 


Precaution ; your whole Conduct feems to tend to 
the quieting People at Home, at the Expence of 
their Fame and Reputation Abroad, _ 
"1 know your 9 to this, will be with b 
uſua 
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| uſual ſcornful Smile, What woud theſe People 
have? What would they be at! ? Are we not go- 


ing to ſend Reinforcements to their Darling Per- 


non ?---- And is not Sir John Norris gone out? 


Had we ever a better F leet ? or ever better 
mann'd? 

ALL this \ we allow, but {ill dere r remains this 
plain Queſtion to ask you, Sir, and I think a ve- 
ry reaſonable one, hy was not all this done in the 


Beginning of the War! Had we immediately upon 


the Declaration endeavour'd to have ſtruck a deci- 


| five Stroke, and ſuccceded therein, which in all 


human Probabillity we might, it would not only 


have ſav'd ſeveral of our Merchant Ships, and 


great Numbers of our Sailors from being taken, 


but would have made the Spaniards more ſubmiſ- 
= five, and ready to comply with our Terms; whilſt 
our Delay, and going on in this piddling Manner, 5 
in a juſt and honourable War, gives them Time 
to prevail on France to ſuccour them, and to e- 
quip two formidable Squadrons, which at that 
Time were far from being ready; and here, Sir, 
let me repeat another Inſtance of Perfidy in your 
very good Friends, the French, they pretend the 
ſtricteſt Neutrality during this War but where 


is their Neutrali, y, when moſt of the Spaniſh 


Ships are mann'd with Frenchmen, and our own 


Subjects who are firſt inveigl'd from Home into 
their Armies, on Account of their being Roman 
Catholicks ; and, I believe, could it be known we 
ſhould find, that ſcarce one third of the Enemy's 
Forces is made up of Spaniards, ſo that tho“ 
> prog has declar'd War againſt us, we fight in 
act againſt Iriſh Papiſts frenchified, and French- 


men. And how can any Nation be faid to obſerve 


1 Neutrality, when ſhe clandeſtinely aſſiſts any one 
pf the contendingPowers ? Thecalm Cardinal in- 


Herd 
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deed has condeſcended to let you know, that as 
long as yon make no great Conqueſt, or conſide- 
rable Acquiſitions; Spain and you may beat one 

another for the Diverſion of Europe, and he will 


not intermeddle, but, at the fame Time, kindly 


inſinvates, that if you break his Orders, he will 
make one amongſt ye. Hitherto we have con- 
form'd to his Directions, but how will he reliſh 
_ theſe two threatned Expedition? 


As to the firſt, it is well known, how rehu⸗ 


dus all Ranks of Men have been for ſupporting 
Mr. Vernon: Party has been thrown aſide, and 


all agree, that encreaſing his Force is for the 


Good of the Nation. Had theſe Forces been 
ſent him, when it was firſt propos'd, we might, 
in all Probability, by this Time, have been Ma- 
ſters of the Havanna; but what will Conqueſts 
avail, if one inglorious Treaty ſhould come and 
{weep them all back again ? ---- But, before we 
enter into that, give meLeave, Sir, juſt to men- 
tion one Thing to you. 


THERE appears fo. me to be a very bad 


Choice in the Troops deſign'd for Admiral Ver- 
non. My Sphere of Action has been confin'd to 
Land Forces only, and of them only I ſhall 
Seas J gay, there is a manifeſt Error. i in ſend⸗ 


the Forces, that are encamp'd in the Ifle of 
br, to the Weſt Indies. The Climate requires 


hardy Soldiers that have been enur'd to Toil and 
Labour, and to bear Hardſhip s, not a Parcel of 
Boys that have been gather d up in a Hurry, and 
being ſent away at once, raw and undiſciplin'd, 


are ſcarce able to bear an Encampment, and are 
half dead before they embark, yet theſe are ſuch 


you are going to fad the brave Admiral, Who, 


in all Probability, will have the greateſt Scene of 


„ 
our regular Troops be ſent to him? No, ſo fond 
are we of a domeſtic ſtanding Army, that we 

muſt not expoſe them to Danger, but keep them 
at Home to make a Sunday May Day for the Po- 
pulace, However, ſuch as you pleate let him 
have, and I don't queſtion, but he will do what 
is, in the Power of Man, for his Country's Glo- 
ry, and his o Ww. . 
As to the other, I need only mention the Ad- 
miral's Name to inſpire every Engliſoman with the 
greateſt Idea that can be form'd of whatever he 
hall undertake, and I could have wiſh'd for the 
Sake of the Nation, that he had undertook this 
Expedition ſooner; ſhould any Accident . 
that might interrupt the Succeſs, he may poſſibly 
expect, which might join the French and Spani- 
ards, who is to blame but you ?-----You could 
expect no other even before the War began, and 
to ſtand upon the vain Preſumption of their Neu- 
x trality betrays a more abject Fear in you, than 
any you have ever yet expreſs'd. You know the 
French have ſeveral Times had the Audacity to 
inſult and deride the once ſo much boaſted Ho- 
nour of our Flag, and ſhould they meet our Ad- 
miral, and repeat that Infolence, whatever pre- 
Hvailing Arguments you may have met with to put 
it up at Home, I dare venture to ſay, he will not 
ſußffer it to paſs with Impunity. In ſhort, Sir, 
f 7 ve can now expect Nothing but a Rupture with 
France, which, I own I apprehend, will be of 
no Detriment to the Public, however, it may 
enmbarrafs the Cabinet. For this, I firmly be- 
lieve, that tho” our Aſiniſter has but few Friends 
in the Councils of any State in Europr, except 
France; yet the Nation has many, and that tho" 
none of our anttent-Allies can put any Confidence 
E: =” the M----y, yet they know by Experience they 
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may in the Nation when our Government i is di- 


rected by the Voice of the People. Hy 
 AnD now, Sir, ſuffer me to take my Leave, 


and aſſure you, that as I retain the higheſt Vene- 
ration, and Senſe of Duty to his Majeſty, and his 


Auguſt Family, as I heartily deſpiſe and abhor 


ſome who are unhappily for Him plac'd too near 
Him, whom tho? I have no MALI E to the 
MEN; yet I ſhall always think it my Honour 
publickly to . that I abhor their Mz a- 


SURES., 


To you in particular, Sir, -<- Whenever 1 am 
convinc'd, that you have nothing but the Ho- 
nour and Welfare of Great Britain at Heart, for _ 
that one Conſideration, burying every Thing 
elſe in Oblivion, I ſhall with Pleaſure ſubſcribe 
thyſelf, I 


411 
Your Friend, 
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